
December Newsletter
Updates, events, and recommended reading from Women Transforming Cities.

A big welcome to all of our new members who joined us last month during our
membership drive! 

As the year comes to a close, we've been reflecting on the areas in 2023 that we
took action in:

Budget advocacy: collaborated with 14 organizations on a letter to City
Council and spoke in person to urge them to reinvest in equity in their 2023
operational budget by funding the programs and initiatives that provide
resources to marginalized populations.
Civic engagement: Ensured Council was aware of accessibility and equity
impacts of proposed changes to the way residents engage with Council
meetings (such as the length of time someone can speak for) and ensured
our community was aware of the changes.
Transit: Urged councillors to endorse the Transit for Teens campaign which
would extend free transit from youth aged 0-12 to all youth 0-18. 
Climate action: Joined the Climate Response Team hosted by Little
Mountain Neighbourhood House to prevent the death of older adults in



extreme heat events in the neighbourhood.
Neighbourhood Equity: Supported a motion to Reinvest in South
Vancouver
Democratic Rights: Mobilized around council’s actions to silence non
profit organizations who receive City funding
Housing: advocated to council to pass a motion similar to the HPPC
commitment to reduce barriers to non-market housing and took action on
the return of $3.8 million from the Empty Homes Tax revenue for social
housing projects to developers
DTES: WTC board published an op-ed in The Province about the violent
removal of DTES residents

We couldn't do this without you. Your membership, your support, and the
collaboration of values-aligned organizations drive our advocacy forward. 

Next year, we just keep going. 

In solidarity, 

WTC

December WTC Highlights
Stay up to date on what we're up to by checking our In Action page. This past
month WTC:

Launched our membership drive to expand our community 
Spoke to RedEyeRadio about our 1-Year Progress Report, following up a
year after we discussed Council's commitments made during our Hot Pink
Paper Campaign. Listen here.
Held our 2023 Annual AGM where we celebrated another year of advocacy,
civic education, and resource creation alongside our community.
Delivered another housing advocacy Making Room in Housing: Taking your
voice to City Hall in collaboration with the Pan-Canadian Voice for
Women's Housing, Progress Toronto, and She.They.Us
Honoured folks who have made a significant impact on WTC over the last
decade with our new WTC Transformers and Lifelong Members page!
Supported our new Watch Council members to speak to City Council for the
first time, which resulted in the unanimous passing of the motion Trans,
Gender Diverse and Two-Spirit (TGD2S) Inclusion and Safety Action Plan

https://www.straight.com/city-culture/democracy-rightfully-restored-for-vancouver-non-profit-organizations
https://www.straight.com/news/affordable-housing-needs-more-than-just-empty-homes-tax
https://theprovince.com/opinion/opinion-the-systemic-housing-crisis-requires-systemic-solutions
https://www.womentransformingcities.org/in-action
https://www.spreaker.com/user/redeye/tracking-vancouver-city-councils-record-
https://www.instagram.com/voice4housing/
https://www.progresstoronto.ca/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/2JinN8qwjYPxMEpapAFPrz?si=883708347cd7414d
https://www.womentransformingcities.org/wtc-transformers
https://www.womentransformingcities.org/watch-council


Send an email to
Council about your
budget priorities!
As we know, the best way to
understand a city's priorities is to look
at what's funded in their city budget.
There's still time to voice what you
need! Send a message to Mayor and
Council (check this photo caption for
a full list of emails) before Tuesday,
December 12 and let City Council
know what you want to see funded in
next year's Vancouver City Budget. 

Interested in becoming
a WTC Board Director?
We're hosting an online Board Member
Info Session and Q&A on Tuesday,
December 12 at 5:30 PM. Join us if
you are curious about board
governance. The session will cover
responsibilities of our board along with
the recruitment and onboarding

https://www.womentransformingcities.org/wtc-transformers
https://www.instagram.com/p/C0Ph1nyMpC9/?img_index=1


process of directors. There will be
plenty of time for folks to ask any
questions they may have to a current
Board Director. Hope to see you there!

Register Here

March in solidarity with
Palestine
Join us on Saturday, December 9 at 4
PM at the Vancouver Art Gallery as we
are led by an Indigenous contingent on
the unceded traditional territories of the
xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam),
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and
səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations to
call for a permanent ceasefire and a
free Palestine. 

More Info

Join CityHive's
community showcase 
CityHive has trained another cohort of
young changemakers with their Surrey
Shapers: Public Space cohort made up
of youth ages 16-30. Head to the
Surrey Library (10350 University Dr,
Surrey, BC) Saturday, December
9th to hear all about their plans for
creating a rain-friendly parklet and
activating a local public space in the
Newton neighbourhood of Surrey.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpfu-qpj0jEtYVHPcRLNCny9wZY5q2Kvwm#/registration
https://www.instagram.com/p/C0avq27O4y5
https://cityhive.ca/


Register Here

Tune into Feminists in Solidarity with Palestinian Women in Gaza on
SSC Youtube Channel
Explore Women's National Housing & Homelessness Network's Interim
Report on gendered experiences in encampments
Take climate action and address the housing crisis by submitting a proposal
to New Westminster's reGENERRATE Ideas Challenge 
Listen to the recording of Sterling Prize recipient, Nicole Luongo, as she
talks all about fighting for equitable policies for folks using drugs.
Read Women in Urbanism's blog on improving bus safety for women

www.womentransformingcities.org

Donate to WTC

Women Transforming Cities acknowledges that our work takes place on the stolen, unceded, ancestral
territories of the Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), Stó:lō and Səl̓ ílwətaʔ/Selilwitulh (Tsleil-Waututh) and

xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam) Nations.

Questions? Email us at: 
info@womentransformingcities.org

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can unsubscribe from this list.

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/cityhiveyouthengagementsociety/1072865
https://www.instagram.com/p/C0A7xYGtscA/
https://womenshomelessness.ca/just-launched-federal-housing-advocate-highlights-the-unheard-voices-of-women-and-gender-diverse-individuals-in-canadian-encampments/
https://www.newwestcity.ca/planning-building-and-development/new-westminsters-official-community-plan/ocp-implementation-projects/22nd-street-regenerate
https://www.sfu.ca/publicsquare/events/2023/2023-sterling-prize.html#video
https://www.womeninurbanism.ca/words/bus-safety-women?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=654edaaa3f56cd6ddebc14e5&ss_email_id=65689c7a93d5bc14dcade567&ss_campaign_name=Edition+23%3A+November+2023&ss_campaign_sent_date=2023-11-30T14%3A32%3A27Z
https://www.facebook.com/WomenTransformingCities/
https://www.instagram.com/womentransformingcities/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-transforming-cities/
http://www.womentransformingcities.org/
https://www.womentransformingcities.org/donate
mailto:info@womentransformingcities.org

